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mentary and essential principles, which regulate the organization 
and procedure of the town-meeting as well as of the legislature. 
It gives to the presiding officer an outline of his rights and du- 
ties, sufficient in ordinary cases to enable him fully to maintain 
the former and discharge the latter, and in every case requiring 
no other filling up than that furnished by the body itself over 
which he presides. 



6. — Letters from a Landscape Painter. By the Author of 
" Essays for Summer Hours." Boston : James Munroe 
&Co. 1845. 12mo. pp.265. 

These Letters have many graphic touches, which show the 
artist eye of their ingenious author. They contain lively sketches 
of natural scenery, and amusing narratives of travelling incidents. 
At times, a striking poetical expression flashes upon us, illumi- 
nating the page like a gleam of light, as when the clouds that en- 
compass the rising sun, as seen from a mountain-top, are said to 
be " like a band of cavaliers, preparing to accompany their leader 
on a journey. Out of the Atlantic have they just risen ; at noon, 
they will have pitched their tents in the cerulean plains of 
heaven ; and when the hours of the day are numbered, the far-off 
waters of the Pacific will again receive them in its cool em- 
brace." And again, the magnificent view from the summit of 
Mount Washington is most happily hit off by the bold expression, 
"an epic landscape." We might make out a long list of similar 
poetic felicities of phrase. 

On the other hand, the style of this writer is often incorrect ; 
his pleasantry and smartness are too studied, and often do not 
" voluntary move." The interjections and exclamations, with 
which the Letters are studded over, run quite too often into a flat 
key ; for instance, it makes one shiver to read, at the close of a 
description of some fine scenery in Vermont, such a lackadaisi- 
cal platitude as this : " O, the dear, dear women, I verily believe 
they will be the ruin of me ! " The letter-writer should also 
have been cautious of slandering the memory of a departed poet, 
by imagining — and imagining such a murder of the king's Eng- 
lish is as bad as imagining the king's own death, for which ter- 
rible penalties are enacted in the law of treason — by imagining, 
we repeat, the possibility of Coleridge's perpetrating such a 
shocking vulgarity as to say, " we laid down in our loneliness." 

The volume, however, is very readable and pleasant ; but the 
writer can do much better, if he will think a little more of style, 
and be a little more select in the thoughts which he presents to 
the public. 
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